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SUBJECT: CANADIANS SEEK TO STRENGTHEN CLAIM TO MACHIAS 
SEAL ISLAND 

REF: OTTAWA 3520 

1 . IN VIEW OF ACTIVITIES REPORTED REFTEL DEPT BELIEVES 

IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO INDICATE TO GOC OUR AWARENESS OF 
THE MATTER AND OUR VIEW THAT THOSE ACTIONS WILL NOT AFFECT 
US RIGHTS ON AND AROUND MACHIAS SEAL ISLAND. WE BELIEVE 
AIDE MEMOIRE (PARA 2 ) WILL ADEQUATELY SERVE THIS PURPOSE 
AND REQUEST EMBASSY DELIVER IT TO MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL. 

2. QUOTE 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE REFERS TO RECENT ACTIONS BY 
CANADIAN CITIZENS PURPORTING TO FILE WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
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ISLAND. SUCH ACTIONS CANNOT AFFECT THE SOVEREIGN TITLE 
TO THE ISLAND WHICH RESTS WITH THE UNITED STATES UNDER 
ARTICLE II OF THE DEFINITIVE TREATY OF PEACE OF 1783 BE- 
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. HOWEVER, THE 
DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT THE QUESTION OF THE RESOURCES IN 
THE MACHIAS SEAL ISLAND AREA ARE ISSUES THAT USEFULLY 
COULD BE ADDRESSED IN THE CONTEXT OF AN OVERALL BOUNDARY 
SETTLEMENT IN THE GULF OF MAINE AREA. END QUOTE. ROBINSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ISLAND CLAIMS, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS, AIDE MEMOIRE, MINERAL RIGHTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE226713 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DACOLSON/L/EUR:DAGANTZ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760346-0368 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760962/aaaacapf.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 OTTAWA 3520 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 APR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <14 APR 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CANADIANS SEEK TO STRENGTHEN CLAIM TO MACHIAS - SEAL ISLAND 
TAGS: PLOS, PFOR, ENRG, CA, US 
To: OTTAWA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



